

















NUMBER XXII. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURS D-AY. 





Tuurspay, May the 4ift, 1753. 


i 





Eton School, May the 12th, 7 53. 





Non poffum ferre, quirites, , i 
Gracam urbem— : - JUVEN. 





O U will be furprized perhaps at my 
prefumption in fuppofing that you 
will pay any regard to the produc- 
tion'of a puerile pen, or that out of 
the mouth of babes and fucklings the 
public will deign to receive either 
et 16 eye Rae inftruction or amufement ; but how- 
ARSED EARS ever that may be, I cannot forbear 
acknowledging the obligations I owe you, if it be only 
to convince you, that, gratitude is ftill a {chool-boy’s vir- 
tue. You muft know then that ever fince you made 
your firft appearance, I have .conftantly appropriated the 
fum of two-pence, out of my flender allowance of a fhil- 


ling a week, for the purchafe of your paper; and have 
often, 
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eften, while my fchool-fellows were harping on the old 
thread-bare fubjeéts of Greece and Rome, enriched my 
exercife from your treafure with fome lively ftrokes on 
modern manners ; but never fo much to my honour as 
laft week, when the {crap of Juvenal prefixed to this 
letter was our theme. The general topic was declaim- 
ing againft that old-fafhioned pedantic language called 
Greek, which you may imagine was the moft popular 
turn that could be given to the fubject here; but for my 
part, I chofe to confider rather the fpirit than the letter 
of my author, and to turn my fatire againft France, | 
the Greece of our days; in which view I had an oppor-_ | 
tunity of introducing the defcription of the tour to Paris, 
whieh is touched with fueh an inimitable fpirit of ridi- 
cule by your laft week's correfpondent. Standard wit, 
like ftandard gold, will bear a great deal of alloy without 
being totally debafed-; and the proof of it is, that not- 
withftanding the difadvantage of appearing under the 
difguife of my latin-poetry, the tour to Paris went for 
the play. This expreflion, fir, will be jargon to the town 
in general ; but thofe of your readers who have been edu- 
cated here will know that it.means the higheft mark of 
diftin¢tion that an Eton boy is capable of receiving ; when 
a whole holiday is granted to the {chool in confideration 
of the merit of that copy of verfes which is adjudged the 
beft, and to which the panegyric which Horace beftows 
oF poetry in general, when he ftiles it /aborum dulce le- 
nimen, is peculiarly applicable. Imagine, what exulta- 
tion of mind the young hero of fuch a day muft feel ; 
the confcious benefactor of alt his little fellow-citizens, 
who fhare with gratitude the happinefs derived to them 
from the fuccefs of his talents! The verfes too are read, 
tranfcribed, repeated ; the homage of admiration and of 
envy is paid him, and the firft emotions of youthful va- 
nity and ambition are fully gratified. In fhort, not He- 
rodotus, reciting that exercife of imagination which we 
call his hiftory, whilft all Greece, affembled in the play- 
ing fields at Elis on the whole holidayof the olympic games, 
liftened with filent applaufe ; no, nor (to illuftrate my 
idea by a ftill fublimer image) the great duke of Marl- 
borough himfelf, on the thankfgiving-day for Blenheim, 
could tafte-a purer and more exalted rapture. 


Foroive this fally, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and let me join 
with your witty correfpondent m lamenting the deficiency 
of 
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‘of our laws, which do not extend to the prevention of the 
evil he expofes, though I cannot concur in thinking that 
ridicule will on this occafion fupply the place of whole- 
fome regulations. 


WueTue_r the remedy I am going to propofe will be 
effectual for this purpofe, I will not pretend to determine; 
but I confefs it appears, to me at leaft, fo obvious, that I 
am amazed it never occurred to any one before. Give 
me leave to make. one or two previous obfervations, and I 
will keep you no longer in fufpence. 


I HAVE often heard it remarked, that a great {chool is 

a miniature of the great world, and that men are nothing 
elfe but children of a larger fize. If this be true, which 
every day’s experience feems to juftify, can there be any 
danger of fallacy in arguing that the fame engines of go- 
vernment, which ferve to eftablifh order in a fchool, may 
be transferred for fimilar purpofes, with great probability 
of fuccefs, to the ufe of the ftate ? Now I appeal to com- 
mon fenfe whether rambling abroad, and running out of 
bounds, are not exactly the fame offences ; only that the 
one is committed by the great children, the other by the 
little ones: and if the difcipline of birch is found effec- 
tual to reftrain it in the latter, why fhould not the expe- 
riment be tried at leaft with the ocines ? The rod, " 
Fitz-Adam, the rod is the thing, which if well admi- 
niftered, would ferve to deter many a man-child from 
expofing himfelf as a rambler, whofe callous fenfations 
the lafh of ridicule could make no impreffion upon. In 
recommending this I am forry to fay I have the authority 
of experience to fupport me, having had the misfortune 
to feel in my own proper perfon how efficacious the {mart 
of a little flagellation 1s to correct an inordinate paffion 
for travelling: for the rage of travel, fir, prevails in 
our little fociety as in your larger one, and has formerly, 
when this argument @ pofferiori was not fo frequently 
ufed to difcourage it, manifefted itfelf in perpetual excur- 
fions to foreign parts; fuch as Cluer, Datchet, Windfor, 
&c. atevery fhort interval between fchool-times, juft as 
the grown children of fafhion run over to Paris during 
a recefsof parliament. ‘But the ceremony of an inftal- 
Jation was equivalent to a Jubilee, and ufed to occafion 
almoft a total emigration, which I affure you was prevent- 
ed the laft time by this falutary terror ; a terror which o- 
perates 
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perates fo ftrongly, that though there is now and then a 
clandeftine excurfion made by fome daring genius, yet 
it is but-feldom, and attended. with fuch trepidation when 
it happens, as to juftify the picture which the fweeteft 
of our legiac poets has drawn of us ; 


Still as.they run they look bebind, 
. They bear a voice in every wind, 


And fnatch a fearful joy. 


Ir may poffibly be objected that our men- children are 
too big to be whipt like fchool-boys ; but if the defcrip- 
tion be juft, which U heard a gentleman at my father’s 
give Jaft holidays of our countrymen abroad, I leave you 
to judge whether they fhould or not. “ Strolling over 

 Burope (thefe were his words) and ftaring about 
‘© them with a {trange mixture of raw admiration and 
*« ‘rude contempt ;. both equally the effects of ignorance 
and inexperience. Infolently defpifing foreign man- 
‘ners and cuftoms, merely ‘becaufe they are “foreign, 
which yet for the fame reafon they would fain copy, 
« though awkwardly and without diftinétion. Untinc- 
“tured with any found principles of comparifon ; un- 
“ reafonably vains’ and, by turns, afhamed of their native 
*« country ; trifling, fheepifh and riotous.” ~What are 
thefe, Mr. Fitz-Adam, but fchool-boys out of bounds ? 
And ‘fhall they not be whipt, feverely whipt when 
they return ? It is beneath the dignity of government 
to infli@ a more ferious punifhment, and contrary to its 
wifdom to connive at the offence. 


«cs 
«ec 


« 


Tuere is a bill, I am told, depending in parliament, 
the idea of which, iflam rightly informed, is plainly bor- 
rowed from our aii of calling abjence ; that is, cal- 
ling over the lift of names, to which each boy is expec- 
ted to appear and anfwer ; I mean the regifter bill, which 
it feems eftablifhes an abjence to-be called annually 
throughout the kingdom: an admirable inftitution, cal- 
culated I fuppofe, as among us, for the detection of thefe 
very offenders. Let thofe patriots then, who have conde- 
fcended to copy oné inftitution of {chool-policy, adopt 
the whole plan; for furely to dete&t without punifhing 
would be ftopping fhort of the mark. Suppofe then 
that a bill was to be prepared, entitled, an aé# againft ram- 
bling, which may be confidered as a proper fupplement to 

the 
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the vagrant act; by which.a board fhould be conftitu- 
ted and called the heme board; the prefident and princi- 
pe en of which are to be chofen out of the lau- 
le fociety of Anti-gallicans ; to whom the proper of- 
facers appointed to.call abfence, purfuant to the regifter 
&t, fhall tranfmit.annually complete lifts of abfentees in 
for ‘eign parts, who on their return home fhall be liable 
to be fummoned and examined ina fummary way before 
the board, whofe fentence fhall be final. That all going 
into foreign parts fhall not be deemed rambling ; but 
that the legiflature may in its wifdom.define the offence, 
and {pecify certain tokens by which it may be afcertain- 
ed; fuch, for inftance, as debafing the purity of the 
Enelif h language by a vile mixture ‘of exotic words, idi- 
oms, and ” phrafes ; ; all impertinent and unmeaning 
fhrugs, gtimaces, ‘and gefticulations ; the frequent ufe of 
the word canaille, and the leatt contempt wantonly caft on 
the roaft-beef of old England. 'Thefe fhould be deemed 
fufficient evidence to convict an offender againit this fta- 
‘tute, who fhall be immediately brought to condign punifh- 
ment, which is to be by flagellation after the manner of the 
{chools: for which purpote a block, fafhioned like ours, 
may be erected on.the parade, and an additional falary 
given to the ufher of the black rod to provide a fufficient 
itore of birch, and able-bodied deputies. The number 
of lafhes to be proportioned to the crime; never lefs 
than feven, nor more than one-and-twenty, exclufive of 
the flying cuts, as the criminal rifes. The time of exe- 
‘cution, for the fake of public example, to be twelve at 
noon, and fome one member of the home board always 
to attend and intermix proper reproofs and admonitions 
between the cuts, which are to be applied flowly and 
diftinély Provided always that nothing in this act 
contained fhall extend to perfons who crofs the feas in 
order to finifh their ftudies at foreign univerfities ; to 
gentlemen who travel with the public-fpirited defign of 
procuring fingers and dancers for the opera; or to fuch 
young patriots who make the tour of Europe, from a 
laudable defire of difcovering the many imperfections of 
the Englith conftitution, by comparing it with the more 
perfect models which are to be found akroad. 





Sucu, fir, are the general ond of my fcheme; 
and guarded with thefe precautions I fhould flatter my- 
felf it could meet with no oppofition, J once thought 

of 
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of a private whipping-room for travelling-females ; but in 
confideration of the voluntary pennance, which I am told 
they fubmit to at their return to England, of exhibiting 
themfelves in public places, made frightful with all the 
frippery of France, patched, painted and pomponed, as 
warnings to the fex, I am willing that all farther punifh- 
ment fhould be remitted. To your cenfure, fir, I 
fubmit the whole of my fcheme. If the foundation I 
have built upon is a weak one, I have the inexperience 
of youth to plead in my behalf, and the fame excufe to 
allege with the fimple fwain in Virgil, which as a 
fchool-boy I beg leave to quote. 


Urbem, quam dicunt Romam, Melibee, putavi 
Stultus ego buic noftra fimilem 
Sic caNiBUS CATULOS fimiles, Sc. 


I am, 


SrR, 


Your moft bumble fervant. 





LONDON: Printed for R. DO DSLEY in Pall-Mall, (where 
Ietters to the author are takea in) and told by M. COOPER atthe 
Giobe in Pater-Nofler-Row. Price zd. 





